On the trail of John Huston                        Christopher Lye     8 Feb. 2006


I may have found some more information about the elusive John Huston.  If other researchers have reached a similar conclusion or have information that I missed, please let me know.  My adventure began with the fact that my Great-Great Grandfather, Jesse McClellan Huston was born in Williams County, Ohio in 1865.  So I figured I would check the 1870 Census for his Grandfather John Huston.  Surprise! I found a John Huston age 70 in Northwest, Williams Co., Ohio page 155.  However, he is listed with a woman by the name of Samantha Huston (Who?) age 60 and it said he was born in Ohio.  Looking around the census, I find Hiram Huston on page 151 with Jane.  This warranted a search of the Vital records from Williams County, Ohio, in hopes of finding John Huston’s death record which may have yielded a birth date, place, father, anything.  Nothing was found on John Huston.  Harvey Huston, son of Hiram and Nancy J. Huston, birth and death (2 days later) was recorded Sept. 1869.  Undeterred I went to Byran, Williams county, Ohio to do some on site detective work.  The local library has a wonderful genealogical librarian and good resources. The librarian helped me try to find any information on John Huston and little was found.  She informed me that vital records at that time for Williams county are very, very incomplete.  It seems that the man in charge of recording birth, death, and marriage data was also the tax collector; you can see the problem.   I found no death record, no obituary in local papers, and no cemetery record.  Interesting information was found in an 1874 Plat book that showed “J. Huston 1 ac.” in Columbia, which is in Northwest Twp., Williams County, Ohio.  Adjacent to J. Huston’s property is Mill Property.  Remember the 1850 Census for John Huston, Richland County, Ohio, it shows John Huston as a “Miller.”  Does J. stand for John?  I think so; the Plat book shows William Foster owning property next to J. Huston, rechecking the 1870 Census it shows William Foster blacksmith as a neighbor to John Huston.  So I feel confident it is a John Huston.  Is it our John Huston?  Let me review the pro’s and con’s.

Pro:

1) The 1870 Census, Williams Co. Ohio shows John Huston the same age as our Grandfather.

2) My GG Grandfather was born in Williams, Co. Ohio in 1865 then moved to Wis.

3) Hiram Huston is listed in the same area.

4) The other Huston boys are a short distance across the border in Indiana.

5) John Huston is living right next to a mill, which is his occupation.

6) No other John Huston’s age 69-71 are listed in the 1870 (omission is not evidence)

Con:

1) John Huston is a very common name!

2) Birth place is listed as Ohio, not Pennsylvania.  (He lived a long time in Ohio, Census is often wrong)

3) Who is Samantha Huston listed in the same household?  Remarry?  What is the deal with all the Huston men marring so many women?  I feel skeptical as this being the answer to all our research problems.

Other work needs to be done.  Land records for Williams County would be a next logical step; sometimes they yield genealogical information.  We would at least get a time period for his death or movement.  Indiana is still a possibility for his death.  The holy grail would be an obituary or death record that states where he was born and/or his father’s name.  Somebody should check my work if they are so inclined.  The search continues.

1874 Plat Book pg. 77 Northeast Twp., Williams County, Ohio
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